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Dear Ward 5 resident,

I am very grateful to everyone who has 
taken the trouble to return the recent 
survey forms. This survey is very 
important and your views have helped 
shape our policy for Midlothian. As 
promised I am attaching a provisional 
report on issues you have raised.

I am standing for election in your local 
council seat Ward 5. I will keep in close 
contact with all of you and ensure I reflect 
your views and wishes when elected.

I am not seeking to become a politician of the 
kind we have become all too familiar with. 
As a resident I am simply not prepared to 
stand back and do nothing while Midlothian 
continues to be mismanaged. I strongly 
believe that political correctness has gone 
too far and needs to be critically reviewed to 
better reflect the wishes of the democratic 
majority. If no one listens or cares about 
the opinions of ordinary people then democracy has failed. I believe democracy has failed 
in Midlothian and must be restored immediately. The SNP will do this.

Let me cover a few of the points raised by you.

It’s time

Contact Lisa
I would like to hear from you. If there are 
any issues you wish to raise then please 
contact me on:

0131 660 5290 or
lisa.beattie@midlothiansnp.org

Missed Out?
Want a second chance? If you didn’t 
receive a survey form and want to take 
part in the biggest public consultation 
ever undertaken by a political party 
in Midlothian, then call me on: 
0131 660 5290

no peerages have been sold or public funds used in producing this newsletter

Lisa Beattie
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Anti Social Behaviour

From our surveys distributed late last year, 
anti social behaviour is by far the biggest 
concern of Ward 5 residents. 95% of 
responses highlighted this issue. Thank you 
for the often very detailed information you 
have given on this which has enabled me to 
build up a good picture of what is happening 
and, more importantly, how we must deal 
with it.

We have met with senior police officers 
to discuss the issues you have raised. 
They believe there is an encouraging trend 
with anti social behaviour incidents showing 
signs of declining. However, I cannot agree 
with this optimistic assessment and the 
huge numbers of residents I have been in 
contact with also disagree!

What is clear is that residents would like to 
see more police put back on the beat. This is 
exactly what the SNP propose to do, arguing 
that the best deterrent to misbehaviour is 
the certainty of being caught and punished. 
This is a short term solution which can have 
an immediate impact. Longer term we must 
deal with the social reasons for an increase 
in anti social behaviour. 

The cost of extra police on the beat is far 
outweighed by the benefits of raising 
our quality of life and improving  the 
environment we live in. With this approach 
we can make our streets and communities 
safe again.

Council Tax

Lisa listening to the concerns
 of a Mayfield resident

More than 80% of respondents complained 
about the level of council tax.

I have first hand experience of the impact of 
council tax on local residents. I know of some 
having to take part time jobs, in addition to 
working full time, just to afford this unfair 
tax. This is because the council tax is not 
linked to income, therefore, doesn’t take 
into account people’s ability to pay. 

The SNP want to correct this by simplifying 
the entire tax system which will reduce the 
cost of collecting taxes and make it clear 
to citizens what they are really paying. We 
will freeze council tax for two years after 
which a capped local income tax, based on 
ability to pay, will be introduced. People 
on low incomes will simply drop out of the 
tax net which will also lead to the effective 
elimination of the benefits system related 
to council tax. 90% of Scottish pensioners 
will pay nothing or less than they do now.
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Fuel Costs

This is a major cause of anxiety for 60% of survey 
participants. Gas and electricity prices have soared, 
particularly over the past two years. This has had an 
enormous impact on us all, most notably on pensioners 
and those on limited income.

Here in Scotland we live in one of the most energy rich 
countries in Europe – if not the world. Yet we suffer 
the highest energy prices in Europe. The greed of our utility companies seems unrestrained 
and Gordon Brown seems to have no regard for the crippling impact of energy prices as he 
continues to squeeze taxes up by every means available.

Only as an independent nation can we take back control of our economy and energy resources. We 
can then pursue policies which will benefit the people of Scotland. This will include, for example, 
the setting up of an Oil Fund which will invest our oil revenues for the benefit of our children 
and grandchildren. Currently these revenues are sent south to plug the gap in London’s crippling 
budget deficits. 

Frankly, if you want a fair fuel policy we need the ability to control this ourselves – we need 
independence. Only the SNP has the will to deliver this.

Pensions

40% of respondents raised concerns about 
pensions. This is particularly relevant in 
relation to the high levels of council tax 
and fuel costs seen across the community. 
SNP policy on both these issues will deliver 
immediate benefits to pensioners. (see 
previous page and above). 

Additionally the SNP will introduce a Citizens 
Pension which will; 
a)	 provide every pensioner with a secure 

income, 
b)	abolish the need for means testing and
c)	 will rise in line with earnings ensuring 

the value is maintained over time. 
This will lead to a pension which better 
reflects the true cost of living with an 
aspiration to match the very generous pension 
rights of our Scandinavian neighbours.

Since Labour has come to power we have seen an 
alarming rise in the following:

Don’t you think it’s time for a fresh start?
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It is now just a few weeks until the election 
of our local councillors and MSPs. And with 
these elections comes a real chance to make a 
difference in Midlothian as well as to the whole 
of Scotland. 

This year, councillors will be elected using the 
Single Transferable Vote system. This is a more 
representative method of electing candidates 
compared with the traditional first past the 
post system and will lead to a better balance of 
parties within the council. Voting SNP will help to 
break the Labour dominance of our council,which 
has controlled Midlothian for far too long. 
Already we have seen a swing towards the SNP 
in Midlothian. Loanhead’s by-election saw Owen 
Thompson elected as councillor with a massive 
majority, paving the way for further progress.

In the Scottish Parliament we have seen a 
Labour-led executive propped up by the Lib 
Dems. Both these parties have failed to make 
Scotland’s voice heard in the UK. They are both 
accountable for an underperforming Scotland. 
So a vote for either Labour or the Lib Dems is a 
vote for more of the same.

It’s time to elect a party which will stand up 
for Scotland’s interests. It’s time for a fresh start. It’s time for the SNP.

On May 3rd vote SNP, Vote Colin Beattie for the Scottish Parliament.

“It’s time for a government       
  Scotland can trust.”

Loanhead By-Election 2005

Colin Beattie 
Parliamentary Candidate


